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It's been so long since we changed our name to Earth Sky + Water,
LLC (ESW to us), that most of you don’t know that our company started
as a sole proprietorship called Steven Lewers & Associates (aka SLA),
in a third-floor bedroom in our old home in Winchester, Massachusetts.

It's hard to pinpoint the exact start date for SLA. Was it when
| opened an account down at the bank and had to come up with a
name (bad choice!)? When | wrote that first check? Or sold our first
FoldingGuide™ to a lemonade stand vendor at Lighthouse Point on
Sanibel Island? Nobody really cares, so let’s say we're 25 years old
this month. Close enough. Despite the optimistic name, there were
no associates back then, just me and a single folding guide inspired
by a walk on a Florida beach with my wife and two young sons, who
wondered about the shells we gathered that day.

A single product to start, now almost a thousand. One customer on
a Florida beach under an umbrella, now more than 3000 in all 50 states.
OMG, how did that happen? Well, it’s a long story | won’t even try to tell
here. But the path that opened before us, and which we followed, was
created by those we met along the way -- printers, designers, authors,
illustrators, and, most importantly, by YOU, our customers.

Right from the start, we've been asking you questions. How are
these new products selling? Are they priced correctly? How are you
displaying them? How can we improve them? What should we do next?

And you've been telling us your stories and sharing your experiences
-- rarely as a chorus in perfect harmony, but a chorus nonetheless. As
always, we're committed to listening intently, be it at trade shows, in your
shops when we find time to visit, and most importantly, on the phone.

The work of running a small business and engaging with the retail
world has changed unrecognizably since we started twenty-five years
ago. In 1999 the internet was in its infancy, fax was the transmission
method of the time, there were no cellphones or QR codes, no Faire.
Most of these developments have made things easier for us both, faster
and more efficient. But they have also made it harder for us to ask and
to listen, and for you to tell and suggest. Nevertheless, we welcome
2025 with a renewed commitment to connection. So here’s to being
curious, to listening well, and to responding with care and creativity to
the challenges we meet along the way.

— Steve Lewers, President
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East Coast Office (back row, L to R): Steve Lewers, Jan Kingsbury, Jim Starkweather, Ashley Berry
(holding Dorothy Rose Berry), Grace McDonough, Barbara Sim, Brian Koester, Heather Carver
Kneeling (L to R): Donna Crane, Ben Aldrich, DuCiel Spitzfaden Missing: Diana Carlen

West Coast Office: Thomas Post, Mia, and
Jessie Post

East Coast Office hounds: Kipper, Cosmo

FoldingGuides™

e | aminated, indestructible, beach and waterproof

e |nstant access to just what you need to know

e \Written and illustrated by local experts

e Perfect for backpack, beach bag, boat, or tacklebox

e Come in packs of 10 copies each

e Designed and manufactured in the USA
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Fiona A. Reid has written and
illustrated more than a dozen
books on mammals,
including the Peterson Field
Guide to Mammals
of North America.
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- David Allen Sibley is the
author and illustrator of a
series of award-winning
nature guides, including
The Sibley Guide to Trees (Knopf, 2009) and Sibley
Guide to Birds, 2nd Edition (Knopf, 2014).
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Snowy Owl NC-163
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Sibley's Atl. Puf. NC-241

Bluebird Nest NC-225
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Robin in Flight NC-230

Rufous Hum. NC-236

Roadrunner NC-237

Plover Asst. NC-250

California Quail NC-251

Wild Turkey NC-239

Snowy Owl NC-254
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